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 The California Asphalt Pavement Association:

 Founded in 1953

 Non-profit 501(c)6 Trade Association

 180 member companies

 Asphalt producers, refiners, paving contractors, 
binder suppliers, engineering firms, equipment 
manufacturers & others

 Statewide voice for the asphalt pavement 
industry in California
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 Nationally, and in California, asphalt covers 
about 95 percent of paved surfaces.

 Asphalt is 100 percent recyclable & is the 
most recycled product worldwide

 Smooth, quiet, safe, durable and a good 
value

 Asphalt pavements continue to evolve, with 
new research, technology and techniques
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Source: National Asphalt Pavement Association



The Three-legged Stool of funding:

Federal
State
Local
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 FEDERAL Funding:

Source: National Asphalt Pavement Association



 “Self-Help” Counties         (LOCAL):

 25 of 58 California Counties

 Have passed sales-tax increases devoted to 
transportation

 2/3 “super majority” required for passage per the 
California Constitution

 Counties cover more than 34 million residents

 $194 billion over the next 30-40 years
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 STATE funding:

 Last state gas tax increase: 1991

 Lost 50 percent of buying power

 Loan transfers during ‘Great Recession’

 $171 BILLION in unmet needs statewide
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 1909 the California Legislature passed the 
first state highway bond, approved by voters 
in 1910 (Proposition 2) for $18  million for the 
construction of a state highway system.

 The first fuel tax (2 cents per gallon) was 
created in 1923.
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 Proposition 111 (1990) gas tax increase (5 
cents per gallon increase in 1990, and 1 penny 
per year in each of the next four years).

 Prop. 2 (1998) allowed for loans to be made 
to the General Fund from the transportation 
fund.

 Prop. 42 (2002) Constitutional amendment 
on allocation of gas tax revenues for 
transportation
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Prop. 1B:
 Approved by voters on the November 2006 

ballot
 Authorized California to sell $19.925 billion in 

general obligation bonds to fund 
transportation projects “to relieve 
congestion, improve the movement of 
goods, improve air quality and enhance the 
safety and security of the transportation 
system.”
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TIP:

Make the case clear 
and compelling
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 70 percent of California’s major roads are in 
poor or mediocre condition.

 Driving on roads in need of repair costs 
California motorists $22.6 BILLION a year in 
extra vehicle repairs and operating costs --
$882 per motorist.

 Six percent of California’s bridges are 
structurally deficient, meaning there is 
significant deterioration.

27



 85 percent of California’s urban interstates 
experience congestion during peak hours. 
Traffic costs American motorists $170 
BILLION a year in wasted time and fuel costs.

 Vehicle travel on California’s highways 
increased by 12 percent from 2000 to 2017.
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TIP:

Recruit others to help 
tell your story
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 43 percent of Arizona’s major roads are in 
poor or mediocre condition. Driving on roads 
in need of repair costs Arizona motorists $2.9 
billion a year in extra vehicle repairs and 
operating costs -- $577 per motorist.

 Vehicle travel on Arizona’s highways 
increased by 32 percent from 2000 to 2017. 
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 69 percent of the $331 billion worth of 
commodities shipped to and from sites in 
Arizona is transported by trucks on the state’s 
highways. An additional 18 percent is 
delivered by parcel, U.S. Postal Service or 
courier, which use multiple modes, including 
highways.
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TIP:

Simplify your 
message
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 Crumbling infrastructure
 Safety
 Cost to do nothing (Maintenance vs. 

rehabilitation)
 Jobs, economy & quality of life
 Local impact.
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TIP:

Have counter-
arguments ready
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TIP:

Build broad coalitions
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TIP:

Get expert help.

39



The “No on 6” Campaign Team:

 Bicker, Castillo & Fairbanks: Campaign Management

 Dana Williamson: Strategy

 SCN Strategies: Paid Media

 Burton and the Brains: Fundraising

 Swanson Communications: Earned Media/Press

 JPM&M: Direct Mail

 BASK: Digital

 FM3 and David Binder: Polling and Tracking

 Remcho Johansen & Purcell: Legal
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TIP:

Enlist credible 
spokespersons
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TIP:

Engage stakeholders 
for grassroots activity
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Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom at CalAPA Annual Dinner 2015
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Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom touring a Vulcan Materials plant in 2015
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Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom touring a Vulcan Materials plant in 2015



TIP:

Be persistent
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Walking the halls of the state Capitol during a “Fly-in.”
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Meeting with Sen. Jim Beall, D-San Jose, author of SB1
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Meeting with Assemblywoman Melissa Melendez, R-Lake Elsinore
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Meeting with Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa (center) at the Capitol.
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Meeting with Assemblyman Vince Fong, R-Bakersfield.
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Meeting with Sen. Richard Roth, D-Riverside.



60

Plant tour for Assemblywoman Catharine Baker, R-Dublin.
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Plant tour for Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa
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Plant tour for Assemblyman Scott Wilk, R-Santa Clarita.



TIP:

Repetition, 
Repetition,   
Repetition
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Assemblyman Patrick O’Donnell, D-Long Beach.
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Assemblyman Patrick O’Donnell, D-Long Beach.
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Assemblyman Patrick O’Donnell, D-Long Beach.
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Assemblyman Patrick O’Donnell, D-Long Beach.
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 Senate Bill 1:
 “The Road Repair & Accountability Act of 

2017”
 Raises gas taxes 12 cents per gallon; Diesel 

taxes 20 cents per gallon.
 Increases vehicle registration fees, including 

for electric cars
 Generates an estimated $5 billion per year
 Indexed to inflation
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 Funds devoted primarily to “fix it first” 
maintenance.

 50 percent to state; 50 percent to cities & 
counties.

 Passed by 2/3 “super-majority of the 
Legislature on April 6, 2017

 Signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown on April 
28, 2017.
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Gov. Jerry Brown and other SB1 backers at Capitol Press Conference on March 29, 2017. Photo 
courtesy of John Larimore, Governor's Office of Emergency Services.



“It ain’t over till it’s over.”

–Yogi Berra
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 Proposition 6:

 Repeal the gas tax measure on the November 
2018 ballot.

 “All hands on deck”

 $42 million campaign to defeat

 “Difficult” but “Winnable”



75Courtesy of the “No on 6” campaign.



 Campaign emphasized local benefits:

 Safety

 Potholes

 Congestion Relief

 Highly targeted, localized campaigns
 Advertising, mail, media, grassroots and 

digital
 High-level support from Gov. Brown
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77No on 6 banner being hoisted at CalAPA offices in West Sacramento.
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80Don L. Daley III (left) and Brian Handshoe at the Governor’s Mansion.



81Gov. Jerry Brown and CalAPA Executive Director Russell Snyder



Proposition 6 Result
(Nov. 6, 2018 General Election):
 Yes: 43.2 percent
 No: 56.8 percent

 12.7 million votes cast
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85State Sen. Jim Beall, D-San Jose, SB1 author, at 2018  CalAPA Fall Conference.



86State Sen. Jim Beall, D-San Jose, with Toni Carroll of Graniterock.



87CalAPA Sacramento ‘Fly-in’ participants 2019.
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Recap of lessons learned:
 Make the case clear & compelling
 Recruit others to help tell the story
 Simplify the message
 Get expert help
 Enlist credible spokespersons
 Be persistent
 Repetition, repetition, repetition
 Engage stakeholders
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WE’RE ALL 
IN THIS 
TOGETHER!



Russell W. Snyder
Executive Director
1550 Harbor Blvd., Suite 211
West Sacramento, CA 95798
(916) 791-5044
rsnyder@calapa.net
www.calapa.net
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